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Remarks 

In view of the above amendments and the following remarks, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to withdraw the relations and allow Claims 23-32, 35-44 and 49- 
53, the only claims pending and under examination at this time. 

All of the independent claims, and therefore all of the claims dependent thereon, 
have been amended to clarify that the two moieties of the Afunctional molecules are 
linked to each other, support for this amendment being found, among other locations, at 
page 9, lines 1 to 6 and page 24, lines 1 ff. Claim 23 has also been amended to clarify 
the nature of the binary and tripartite complexes produced in various embodiments of 
the subject methods, where support for tho&o amendments can be found in claims prior 
to amendment. As such, the above amendment* introduce no new matter and their 
entry by the Examiner is respectfully requested. 

The undersigned thanks the Examiner for the helpful interview held on November 
5, 2003. During the interview, the above amendments concerning clarification that the 
two moieties of the bifunctional molecule are linked to each other was discussed; and 
the Examiner indicated that these amendment*; would overcome certain of the 
rejections in the office action. In addition, the cancellation of Claims 16 -22 and 33-34 
was discussed in order to expedite allowance of the remaining claims. Furthermore, 
amendment to Claim 29 as above was requested by the Examiner Finally, the above 
amendment to the abstract was also requested hy the Examiner. The Examiner 
indicated that the above amendments would appear to place the application in 
condition for allowance. 

It is noted that the above amendments have been made solely in order to 
expedite prosecution of the present application to allowance. The Applicants expressly 
reserve the right to pursue the claims in their original form and do not admit that such 
claims in their original form are unpatentable for any of the reasons cited in the Office 
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Action. 

Turning now to the rejections presented In the Office Action, Claims 16-44 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 1 st fl. In view of Ihe above amendments specifying that 
the two components of the brfunctional molecules are Finked to each other, it is 
respectfully submitted that this rejection may bo withdrawn. 

Claims 16-44 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 2nd for a number of Issues, 
each of which is addressed separately below. 

With respect to the lack of a "linking p/oup" in the claims, in view of the above 
amendments specifying that the two components of the bifunctional molecules ate 
linked to each other, this issue is believe to be nridressed. 

With respect to the phrases "binary complex* and "tripartite complex," binary complex is 
the complex produced upon binding of the brfunctional molecule to the present protein. 
Depending on the particular embodiment or application, the binary complex may or may 
not bind to the drug target to form a tripartite complex. Thus, formation of a tripartite 
complex can depend on the particular environment in which the binary complex is 
produced, See.e.g., Specification at page 30, line 11 to page 33, iin 27, as well as in 
Figures 1Ato 1C. 

With respect to Claim 17, in view of the cancellation thereof, this issue is 
addressed. 

With respect to Claim 20, as explained above, while a binary complex is always 
presented, in view of the cancellation of this claim, this issue is moot 

With respect to Claim 29, in view of thts nbove amendments to Claim 29, this 
issue is believed to be addressed . 
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Finally, with respect to Claim 30, in view of the cancellation of Claim 30, thin 

issue is believed to be addressed. 

Accordingly, in view of the above remarkr, and amendments, it is believe that the 
rejection of Claims 16-44 and 48-53 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 2 nd may be withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 


In view of the above amendments and remarks, this application is considered to 
be in good and proper form for allowance and the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
pass this application to issuance. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorise! l.o charge any underpayment of fees 
associated with this communication, including any necessary fees for extensions of 
time, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0815. 


BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
200 Middiefield Road, Suite 200 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Telephone: (650) 327-3400 
Facsimile: (650) 327-3231 

FADOCUMENTVSTAN (Stanfofd)\0G6Drv\rQsponse to final rejection of 10 7-03.doc 
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